SPECIFICATION 



TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BE IT KNOWN THAT I, TSUKASA KOHCHI, a 
citizen of Japan residing at Kanagawa, Japan have 
invented certain new and useful improvements in 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR RECOGNIZING DOCUMENT IMAGE 
BY USE OF COLOR INFORMATION 



of which the following is a specification:- 
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR RECOGNIZING DOCUMENT 
IMAGE BY USE OF COLOR INFORMATION 



5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a technology 
to separate a document image into a plurality of areas. 
More particularly, the present invention relates a 

10 technology to detect characters, ruled lines and the 
like, and to recognize the characters, by separating 
areas including photographs and the like in a colored 
document image, for reproducing a dociament including 
information about layouts and colors. 

15 2. Description of the Related Art 

Accurate separation of areas on a document is 
necessary as preparation for recognizing characters on 
the dociament in an OCR (Optical Character Reader) 
process. Generally, binarization of an image of a color 

20 document is carried out in area separation for 

performing the OCR process or the like on the color 
document. However, because of such binarization, the 
area separation cannot be carried out with high accuracy. 
As described above, the binarization of an image is 

25 often used in an area of related-art character 
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recognition. On the other hand, color information is 
not often used actively in the related-art character 
recognition. For instance, an image-processing device 
disclosed in Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 
5 07-099581 initially binarizes a color image to create a 
binary image, and then, performs an area separation 
process or a character recognition process to the binary 
image, in a case in which the color image is inputted to 
the image-processing device. 

10 Additionally, related-art technologies 

regarding area separation performed on a colored 
document image are described below. 

Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 05- 
064016 discloses an image-compression device that 

15 separates natural pictures (photographs) and line 

drawings (characters, illustrations and graphs) for the 
purpose of compressing an input colored document image 
efficiently. However, Japanese Laid-open Patent 
Application No. 05-064016 does not disclose a technology 

20 to efficiently separate a text area and areas other than 
the text area. Therefore, a result of area separation 
according to the technology is hardly adapted to the OCR 
process on a color document. 

Additionally, Japanese Laid-open Patent 

25 Application No. 06-339019 discloses a method of 
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separating a text area and a photograph area on a 
document image by expressing the document image in a 
frequency element, and then, by using discrete cosine 
transformation. In the method, a color image having 
5 high resolution and high quality must be provided for 
accurately extracting coefficients that characterize a 
character and a photograph from discrete cosine 
transformation coefficients. Therefore, there is a 
chance of consuming an enormous disk-memory capacity as 
10 well as taking a long execution time, according to the 
method disclosed in Japanese Laid-open Patent 
Application No. 06-339019. 

Additionally, Japanese Laid-open Patent 
Application No. 07-168939 discloses a colored- image area 
15 separation device separating a colored photograph area 
and an area including a figure having a few color 
variations or characters, by use of a hue histogram. 
However, Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 07- 
168939 focuses on a hue for separating the areas, and, 
2 0 thus, is ineffective to a monochrome or gray-scale 
document such as newspaper. 

As described above, a number of methods 
regarding the OCR process are currently suggested. 
However, the most of the suggested methods are intended 
25 for a binary image. Thus, a condition of the binary 



image has large influence on recognition accuracy- On 
the other hand, a colored document has a tendency to 
have not only more color variations, but also a more 
complicated document layout. However, even if an area 
separation process according to a related-art method is 
performed on a binary image created from a color image, 
satisfactory accuracy in the area separation cannot be 
generally acquired. 

A number of methods have been suggested for 
creating a binary image suitable for character 
recognition. A typical method of creating such a binary 
image is a discriminant analysis method. For instance, 
Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 10-143608 
discloses a technology to create a binary image suitable 
for the OCR process, by taking the following steps. An 
image having shades is initially binarized by use of a 
threshold. Then, an average line width on the created 
binary image is calculated. If a value of the average 
line width is outside a regulated range, the created 
binary image is determined to be inappropriate for 
character recognition, and the binarization of the image 
is carried out again. 

As described above, character recognition on a 
color document and reproduction of the color document 
including information about layouts and colors are 



hardly achieved by a related-art technology. In 
addition, accurate creation of a binary image suitable 
for the OCR process is hardly performed on a colored 
document, since the colored document has problems 
peculiar to colored documents. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is a general object of the 
present invention to provide a method, an apparatus and 
a record medium readable by a computer, that are used 
for separating a plurality of areas included in a color, 
or a black and white (gray) image accurately and 
efficiently. Another object of the present invention is 
to provide a method, an apparatus and a record medium 
readable by a computer, that are used for creating an 
image suitable for an OCR process from a color document 
even in a case in which the color document has problems 
peculiar to the color document. 

The above-described object of the present 
invention is achieved by a method of recognizing a 
document image including a plurality of areas, including 
the steps of inputting the document image as a digital 
image, specifying a background color of the document 
image, extracting a plurality of pixels located in areas 
other than a background area from the document image by 



use of the background color, creating a plurality of 
connected elements by combining the plurality of pixels, 
and classifying the plurality of connected elements into 
a plurality of fixed types of areas by using at least 
features of shapes of the plurality of connected 
elements to obtain an area-separated document image. 

The above-described object of the present 
invention is also achieved by a document.- image 
recognition device recognizing a document image 
including a plurality of areas, including an input unit 
inputting the document image as a digital image, a 
background-color specifying unit specifying a background 
color of the document image, an extracting unit 
extracting a plurality of pixels located outside a 
background area from the document image by use of the 
background color, a creating unit creating a plurality 
of connected elements by combining the plurality of 
pixels, and a classifying unit classifying the plurality 
of connected elements into a plurality of fixed types of 
areas by use of at least features of shapes of the 
connected elements to obtain an area-separated document 
image . 

The above-described object of the present 
invention is also achieved by a record medium readable 
by a computer, tangibly embodying a program of 



instructions executable by the computer to carry out a 
document- image recognition process, the instructions 
including the steps of, inputting the document image as 
a digital image, specifying a background color of the 
document image, extracting a plurality of pixels located 
outside a background area from the document image by use 
of the background color, creating a plurality of 
connected elements by combining the plurality of pixels, 
and classifying the plurality of connected elements into 
a plurality of fixed types of areas by use of at least 
features of shapes of the connected elements to obtain 
an area-separated document image. 

According to the present invention as 
described above, areas including characters, ruled lines, 
illustrations, and photographs can be distinguished 
directly from a color image by use of color information, 
without binarizing the areas. Accordingly, the color 
image does not lose the color information, and the 
present invention can achieve accurate area separation 
of the color image. 

Another object of the present invention is 
achieved by a method of recognizing a document image, 
including the steps of a) inputting the document image 
as a digital image; b) performing color area separation 
to the document image; c) creating a binary image for 
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each area separated by the color area separation; d) 
creating a single binary image by combining the binary 
image for each area, thereby performing binarization to 
the document image; e) performing binary area separation 
5 to the single binary image; f) comparing a result of the 
color area separation and a result of the binary area 
separation; and g) obtaining a binary image and a result 
of area separation by performing a feedback process 
until a certain condition is satisfied, or for a fixed 
10 times, in accordance with a result of the step (f) . 

The OCR process can be accurately performed to 
the color document that has problems peculiar to the 
color document, by including a feedback function feeding 
back to processes such as the binary area separation and 
15 the binarization preceding the OCR process. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent from the 
following detailed description when read in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings . 

20 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a structure 
of a document- image recognition device, according to a 
first embodiment of the present invention; 
25 FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing processes 



performed in the first embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a background- 
color specifying process; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing 9 types of areas 
used for a smoothing process referring to a 5X5 block 
area around a focus point; 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a reduced- image 
creating process; 

FIGS . 6A and 6B are diagrams showing the 
reduced- image creating process applied to a binary 
image ; 

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a process to 
determine whether a background color and a pixel value 
of a focus pixel are the same; 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a rectangle 
classifying process; 

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example, in 
which an entire partial area of an original image is 
detected as a rectangle; 

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a process to 
create an image, in which each photograph rectangle is 
painted with a color; 

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a table, in which 
each cell is separated by colors; 

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an image, in 
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which characters are written on a gradation texture; 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing a structure 
of a document-image recognition device according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention; 
5 FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing processes 

performed by the document- image recognition device 
according to the second embodiment; 

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing a binarizing 
method utilized in the second embodiment; 
10 FIG. 16 is a diagram showing an image- 

division-type binarizing method; 

FIG, 17 is a diagram showing a table, in which 
a relation between a width of an area and a width of a 
grating is described; 
15 FIG. 18 is a diagram showing a result of an 

area separation process; 

FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing a process to 
correct the result of the area separation process shown 
in FIG. 18; 

2 0 FIGS. 2 OA and 2 OB are diagrams showing results 

of a color area separation process and a binary area 
separation process; and 

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing a process to 
correct the result of the binary area separation process 

25 shown in FIG. 20B. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

A description will now be given of preferred 
embodiments of the present invention, with reference to 
the accompanying drawings . 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a structure 
of a document- image recognition device, according to a 
first embodiment of the present invention. As shown in 
FIG. 1, the document- image recognition device includes a 
CPU (Central Processing Unit) 100, a memory 101, a 
scanner 102, a communication device 103, a display 
device 104, a hard disk 105, a keyboard 106 and a CD-ROM 
(Compact Disk - Read Only Memory) drive 107. 

The CPU 10 0 controls the entire document- image 
recognition device. The memory 101 stores data and 
programs processed by the CPU 100. The scanner 102 is 
connected to the document- image recognition device as a 
peripheral device, and has a function to input a 
document as a color digital image to the document- image 
recognition device. The communication device 103 
controls a connection of the document- image recognition 
device to a network such as a LAN (Local Area Network) . 
The hard disk 105 may be connected to the document- image 
recognition device as a peripheral device, or may be 
included in the document- image recognition device as an 
internal device. The keyboard 106 is used for inputting 
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data to the document- image recognition device. The CD- 
ROM drive 107 drives a CD-ROM or the like, and reads 
data from or writes data to the CD-ROM or the like. An 
MO (Magneto-Optical) disk drive, an FD (Floppy Disk) 
drive, a DVD (Digital Video Disk) drive or the like may 
be substituted for the CD-ROM drive 107. 

In the present invention, a program carrying 
out a later-described process is initially stored in a 
CD-ROM, for instance. The program is, then, loaded to 
the hard disk 105 through the CD-ROM drive 107. Once 
the program has started, a fixed program is expanded to 
the memory 101, and the later-described process is 
performed. The process is summarized as below. 

First, contents of a document recorded on 
paper is inputted as a color digital image to the 
document- image recognition device through the scanner 

102, and are stored in the memory 101 or the hard disk 

105. Next, the CPU 100 carries out an area separation 
process shown in FIG. 2. At last, an OCR process is 

performed on the document whose areas are separated by 

the area separation process, for example. 

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing processes 

performed in the first embodiment. A detailed 

description about each process shown in FIG. 2 will be 

given later. 



At a step SlOl shown in FIG. 2, a color 
document image is inputted to the document- image 
recognition device. The color document image is 
obtained from a paper document, and the like. This 
color document image can be inputted to the document- 
image recognition device as a color digital image 
through a scanner or a network. In the first embodiment, 
the number of colors on the color document image is set 
to a 24-bit full color. However, the present invention 
does not depend on the number of colors on the color 
document image or a resolution of the color document 
image. Additionally, an image processed by the 
document- image recognition device is expressed in a 
bitmap format. Thus, if an image such as a JPEG image 
expressed in a frequency element is inputted to the 
document- image recognition device, the entire image is 
initially converted to the bitmap format. For instance, 
an image format used in the first embodiment can be set 
to a 200dpi, 24-bit color, Windows BMP, uncompressed, 
and color-expressed RGB coordinates format. 

Next, at a step S102, the document- image 
recognition device detects a background color of an 
input image {an original image) . Subsequently, at a 
step S103, the document- image recognition device reduces 
a size of the original image to limit an access cost to 



the original image. At a step S104, the document- image 
recognition device creates runs from pixels whose colors 
are different from the background color, for the 
reduced-size image. At a step S105 , the do cxjment- image 
recognition device creates small rectangles by combining 
the runs. The document- image recognition device, then, 
combines all the small rectangles to create large-size 
rectangles, at a step S106. It should be noted that the 
step S102 and the step S103 can be switched. 

The document- image recognition device 
classifies the large-size rectangles created at the step 
S106 to photograph rectangles including photographs, 
text rectangles including texts, ruled-line rectangles 
including ruled lines, and the like, at a step S107. 
Subsequently, at a step S10 8, the document- image 
recognition device expands coordinates of rectangles 
classified at the step S107 to fit actual coordinates of 
the rectangles on the original image. The above- 
described steps SlOl through S108 are an area separation 
process of a color document image. 

At a step S109, the document- image recognition 
device creates a color image that includes the 
photograph rectangles whose areas are painted entirely 
with a black color or a specified color, from the 
original image. At a step SI 10, the document- image 
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recognition device creates a binary image whose 
resolution is approximately 400dpi by converting the 
created color image to apply a related-art character 
recognition technology to the original image. Various 
5 methods are applicable to binarization of the created 
color image- For example, an Ohtsu method (a 
discriminant analysis method) can be applied to the 
binarization of the created color image. 

The document- image recognition device carries 
10 out an OCR process on the created 400dpi binary image by 
use of a related-art character recognition method, at a 
step Sill. If necessary, a related-art area separation 
process may be performed on the 400dpi binary image 
before the OCR process. Subsequently, a result of the 
15 related-art area separation process performed on the 

400dpi binary image may be compared with a result of the 
area separation performed on the color document image, 
and may be revised. The area separation process using 
color information according to the present invention may 
20 be applied especially to recognition of figure or 
photograph areas . 

At a step S112, the document- image recognition 
device reproduces a document, for instance, in an HTML 
format, by combining a result of the OCR process and the 
25 photograph areas (rectangles) separated from the color 
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document image. It is easy to reproduce a document 
layout since text codes can be recognized from the 
result of the OCR process, and coordinates of the 
figures and the photographs can be detected from the 
5 result of the area separation process performed on the 
figures and the photographs. For example, the document 
can be reproduced in a PDF, PS or RTF format. In such a 
case, the figures and the photographs are expressed in 
original colors expressed in the original image. The 
10 document can be reproduced logically by use of the HTML 
format, and by considering a reading order. 
Additionally, the figures and the photographs can be 
expressed in the original colors. Accordingly, a usage 
of the document reproduced in the HTML format on the Web 
15 is very effective. 

A detailed description will now be given of a 
background-color specifying process corresponding to the 
step S102 shown in FIG. 2, the background-color 
specifying process being performed for specifying a 
20 background color of a given rectangular area or an 

entire document image. FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing 
the background-color specifying process. 

First, a rectangle or an area "A" is inputted 
to the document- image recognition device as an object of 
25 the background-color specifying process, at a step S201. 
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If the rectangle A inputted at the step S201 is the 
entire document image, a noise removing process is 
performed on the rectangle A in order to eliminate a 
noise expected to be mixed with an image of the 
5 rectangle A from surroundings when scanning the 

rectangle A, at a step S202. For example, an area of 
the rectangle A to be the object of the background-color 
specifying process can be reduced. 

Next, the document- image recognition device 
10 carries out a clustering process on colors used in the 
rectangle A to examine a distribution of the colors in 
the rectangle A, at steps S203 through S209. 

At the step S203, the do ciiment- image 
recognition device samples a pixel for each 64 pixels in 
15 the rectangle A. In the first embodiment, the document- 
image recognition device samples pixels of the rectangle 
A at regular intervals instead of scanning the entire 
rectangle A, to speed up the background-color specifying 
process. At the step S204, the document- image 
20 recognition device obtains a pixel value used for 

clustering the colors, from a sampled pixel P or a focus 
pixel P. The document- image recognition device obtains 
a smoothed pixel value by referring to an area around 
the focus pixel P, to protect edges of a text part 
2 5 included in the document image. In the first embodiment. 
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the area around the focus pixel P is assumed to be a 5 X 
5 block area having the focus pixel P as its center. 

A smoothing process referring to the 5X5 
block area having the focus pixel P as its center is 
performed at the steps S205 through S207, by following a 
method described in a reference, Hideyuki Tamura. An 
Introduction To Computer Image Processing. Souken 
Shuppan, Japan, Fig. 4.12, pl05, for example. In 
details, at the step S205, the document- image 
recognition device defines 9 types of areas in the 5X5 
block area for the focus pixel P, and calculates a 
(liegree of a color-density dispersion in each area. FIG. 
4 shows the 9 types of areas described in the above 
reference. Subsequently, at the step S206, the 
document- image recognition device selects an area whose 
color-density dispersion is the minimum among the 9 
types of the areas. The document- image recognition 
device, then, determines a representative color of the 
area by using an average of pixel values of pixels 
included in the area, at the step S2 07. 

At the step S208, the document- image 
recognition device checks whether the document- image 
recognition device has scanned the entire area of the 
rectangle A. If it is determined at the step S208 that 
the document- image recognition device has not scanned 



the entire area of the rectangle A, the document- image 
recognition device proceeds to the step S203, and 
performs the steps S203 through S207, again. On the 
other hand, if it is determined at the step S208 that 
the document- image recognition device has finished 
scanning the entire area of the rectangle A, the 
document- image recognition device proceeds to the step 
S209, and clusters the representative color of each area 
determined at the step S207. A clustering method used 
at the step S209 can be one of well-known clustering 
methods. Subsequently, the document- image recognition 
device selects a representative color B of the largest 
cluster from a result of the clustering process, at a 
step S210, and, then, sets the representative color B as 
the background color of the rectangle A. 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a reduced- image 
creating process corresponding to the step S103 shown in 
FIG. 2. The reduced- image creating process is performed 
for limiting an access cost to the original image. The 
document- image recognition device creates a reduced-size 
image from the original image, at the step SI 03, and, 
then, performs the steps following the step S103 on the 
reduced-size image. 

The original image is initially inputted to 
the document-image recognition device, at a step 8301. 
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The background color B obtained as described above is 
inputted to the document- image recognition device, at a 
step S302. The do cioment- image recognition device 
divides the original image into a plurality of mXm 
5 gratings, at a step S303, and, then, selects the mXm 
gratings one by one, starting from the top left corner 
of the original image, at a step S304. In the first 
embodiment, the original image is divided into a 
plurality of 3X3 gratings. It should be noted that the 
10 gratings may be called blocks. 

At a step S305, the document- image recognition 
device sets a representative color of a grating "i" to a 
representative color Ci- The representative color Ci can 
be an average value of pixel values of all the pixels 
15 included in the grating "i". At a step S306, the 

document- image recognition device sets a degree of color 
dispersion in the grating "i" to a color-dispersion 
value Vi. Subsequently, the document- image recognition 
device compares the representative color d of the 
20 grating "i" with the background color B, as well as 

compares the color-dispersion value Vi of the grating 
"i" with a predetermined value (Thr) , at a step S307. 
If it is determined at the step S307 that the 
representative color Ci of the grating "i" is almost 
25 same as the background color B, and the color-dispersion 



value Vi of the grating "i" is small enough, the 
document- image recognition device defines the background 
color B as the representative color of the grating "i", 
and compresses the grating "i" to a single pixel value 
(the background color B) , at a step S309. If it is 
determined at the step S307 that the representative 
color Ci of the grating '''i" is not almost same as the 
background color B, or the color-dispersion value Vj of 
the grating "i" is not small enough, the document- image 
recognition device keeps the representative color Ci of 
the grating "i", and compresses the grating "i" to a 
single pixel value (the representative color d) , at a 
step S308. In other words, the grating "i" is 
compressed to 1/9 of its original size. 

At a step S310 following the steps S308 and 
S309, the do cioment- image recognition device checks 
whether the document-image recognition device has 
performed the steps S304 through S309 for all the 
gratings included in the original image. If it is 
determined at the step S3 10 that the document- image 
recognition device has performed the steps S304 through 
S309 for all the gratings, the document- image 
recognition device finishes the above-described reduced- 
image creating process. Else, the document- image 
recognition device proceeds to the step S304, and 
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performs the steps S304 through S310 until the document- 
image recognition device completes the steps S304 
through S309 for each grating included in the original 
image . 

The above reduced- image creating process (an 
image compression process) will be further described. 
FIGS . 6A and 6B are diagrams showing an image 
compression process named a 3X3 block OR compression 
performed on a binary image. For instance, if a pixel 
included in a 3X3 block is a pixel of a white-colored 
character on a black background color, the 3X3 block is 
represented by a white pixel of the white-colored 
character, as shown in FIG. 6A. If a pixel included in 
the 3X3 block is a pixel of a black-colored character 
on a white background color, the 3X3 block is 
represented by a black pixel of the black-colored 
character, as shown in FIG. 6B. According to the OR 
compression applied to the binary image, a light-colored 
character pixel possibly disappears when an entire image 
is compressed, in a case in which the image is a 
document image including a light-colored character on a 
black background, or a color image. However, such a 
problem can be solved by use of the reduced- image 
creating process described with reference to FIG. 5. 

In the present invention, the background color 
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B is determined in advance, in a wide area including an 
Object block (grating) . If the representative color d 
of the object grating is almost same as the background 
color B, and a color-dispersion value of the object 
grating is small enough, the object grating is 
represented by the background color B. Else, the object 
grating is represented by the representative color Ci of 
the object grating. Accordingly, a document element 
remains as the representative color Ci, and the others 
become the background color B. Thus, a color image can 
be compressed effectively. In other words, adjacent 
characters become combined by the above-described OR 
compression, and characters separated by at least 1mm 
remain the same. Thus, regarding to an area separation 
process, the most appropriately compressed image can be 
obtained for the present invention that creates a 
document element (rectangle) by combining pixels in a 
bottom-up manner. Additionally, such compression also 
has an effect to smooth the color image. 

Image compression is indispensable in an area 
separation process of the color image, for increasing a 
processing speed and minimizing a memory used for the 
area separation process. However, an image having a 
high resolution or a high quality is not necessary for 
the area separation process itself, whereas such an 



image is necessary in an OCR process. Accordingly, the 
image compression carried out by the reduced- image 
creating process (a grating-block process) shown in FIG. 
5 has an advantage in its application to the document- 
image recognition device and a speed of the entire 
process performed by the document- image recognition 
device. In details, the document- image recognition 
device can increase its processing speed, and can reduce 
a memory used for the image compression, by use of the 
reduced- image creating process shown in FIG. 5. 

Each block size is set to 3X3 in the first 
embodiment, since figures and characters are assumed to 
be separated by at least 1mm in the original image. In 
other words, the figures and the characters are not 
united if the image compression applied to the original 
image is the 3X3 compression. If the original image is 
a 200dpi image, 3X3 or 4X4 is considered to be an 
appropriate block size for the image compression. 

A description will now be given of a run 
creating process corresponding to the step S104 shown in 
FIG. 2. If the original image is a binary image, a 
black run is created by combining black pixels, which 
are adjacent to each other on a single line. On the 
other hand, according to the present invention, a pixel 
is set to have a value "0" if a pixel value of the pixel 



is almost same as the background color B. Else, the 
pixel is set to have a value "1". A run is created by 
combining pixels having the value "1". FIG. 7 is a 
flowchart showing a process to determine whether a 
background color and a pixel value of a focus pixel are 
the same. 

The background color B and a pixel value of 
the focus pixel P are inputted to the document- image 
recognition device respectively at a step S501 and a 
step S502. At a step S503, the document- image 
recognition device checks whether absolute values of 
differences between RGB colors of the background color B 
and the respective RGB colors of the pixel value of the 
focus pixel P are small enough. If all of the absolute 
values are determined to be small enough, the document- 
image recognition device determines that the background 
color B and the focus pixel P are the same color, at a 
step S504. If not all of the absolute values are small 
enough, the document- image recognition device determines 
that the background color B and the focus pixel P are 
different colors, at a step S505. The background color 
B and a pixel "p" can be expressed as (r, g, b) and (rp, 
gp, bp) respectively in the RGB colors. For example, the 
absolute values of difference between the RGB colors of 
the background color B and the pixel "p" are 



simultaneously small enough if the background color B 
and the pixel "p" satisfy the following condition. 
|r-rp|<100, |g-gp|<100, and |b-bpl<100 

The document- image recognition device creates 
a plurality of runs from the reduced-size image obtained 
at the step S103, by applying the above-described run 
creating process one line by one line to the reduced- 
size image, starting from the top left corner thereof. 
For example, a run is a rectangle whose top left and 
bottom right coordinates are (Xs, ys, Xe, ye) • 

At the step S105 shown in FIG. 2, the 
document- image recognition device creates a rectangle by 
combining a run located on the previous line and a run 
being currently created, in a case in which the runs 
have an overlap or a connection. The document- image 
recognition device, then, updates coordinates of the run 
located on the previous line. If two rectangles have an 
overlap or a connection, the document- image recognition 
device calculates the smallest coordinates, which 
includes the rectangles, and updates coordinates of one 
of the rectangles. 

A rectangle or rectangle data is a set of 
information including coordinates (Xs, Yg, Xg, Ye) of top 
left and bottom right corners of the rectangle, and an 
attribute of the rectangle such as a character, a ruled 
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line, a figure, a photograph, and the like. The 
rectangle or the rectangle data further includes other 
attributes of the rectangle such as a character color, a 
background color, and the like. Examples of the 
5 rectangle are shown below. 

1. Photograph Rectangle Rl={{20, 40, 64, 72), 
photograph} 

2. Character Rectangle R2={(20, 40, 30, 50), character, 
black, white} 

10 The third element of the character rectangle 

R2 indicates that the character color of the rectangle 
R2 is black. Additionally, the fourth element of the 
character rectangle R2 indicates that the background 
color of the rectangle R2 is white. A run is one type 

15 of a rectangle, and has coordinates (Xs, Ys , Xe, Ye) , in 
which the coordinate Ys is equal to the coordinate ye- 

The document- image recognition device 
expresses a result of the area separation process in a 
rectangle combining/rectangle-list creating process 

20 corresponding to the step S10 6 shown in FIG. 2 , as a 
rectangle list={Rl, R2 , Rn} , in which "n" is the 

total number of extracted rectangles. 

A description will now be given of a rectangle 
classifying process corresponding to the step S107 shown 

25 in FIG. 2. In the rectangle classifying process, the 
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document- image recognition device classifies the 
rectangles created at the step S106 to rectangles 
including a character, a ruled line, a figure/photograph 
(or others) , or a surrounding noise. The most 
5 significant rectangles in the preset invention are 
rectangles including figures, photographs or others. 
The document- image recognition device uses a size, a 
height, a position, a height-width ratio, and the like, 
for determining features of a rectangle and classifying 
10 the rectangle. A description about the rectangle 

classifying process will be given below with reference 
to a flowchart shown in FIG. 8. 

The rectangles created at the step S106 are 
initially inputted to the document- image recognition 
15 device as a list or an arrangement in a rectangle 

creating order, at a step S401. The following steps 
S402 through S421 are performed for each rectangle, from 
the beginning to the end of the list. 

At the step 8402, a rectangle being currently 
2 0 referred by the document-image recognition device is set 
as a rectangle R. The document- image recognition device 
examines the rectangle R whether the rectangle R has a 
feature as a rule line, at the step S403. If the 
rectangle R is long and narrow enough in a horizontal or 
2 5 vertical direction, the document-image recognition 



device classifies the rectangle R as a ruled line 
extended in the horizontal or vertical direction, at the 
step S406. If the rectangle R is not long and narrow 
enough in the horizontal or vertical direction, the 
document- image recognition device proceeds to the step 
S404, and examines the rectangle R whether a height of 
the rectangle R is short enough. If it is determined at 
the step S404 that the height of the rectangle R is 
short enough, the document- image recognition device 
classifies the rectangle R as a character rectangle 
including characters, at the step S407. If it is 
determined at the step S40 4 that the height of the 
rectangle R is not short enough, the document- image 
recognition device proceeds to the step S405. 

The document- image recognition device examines 
the rectangle R whether an area of the rectangle R is 
small enough, at the step S405. If it is determined at 
the step S405 that the area of the rectangle R is small 
enough, the document- image recognition device classifies 
the rectangle R as a character rectangle, at the step 
S407. If it is determined at the step S405 that the 
area of the rectangle R is not small enough, the 
document- image recognition device proceeds to the step 
S408 . 

In details, the document- image recognition 
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device decides that the rectangle R has a feature as a 
ruled line at the step S403, if the rectangle R has its 
height-width ratio higher than 20, else if the height of 
the rectangle R is less than 3 dots, else if the 

5 rectangle R is composed of long vertical or horizontal 
runs. At the step S404, the document- image recognition 
device decides that the height of the rectangle R is 
short enough if the height is less than or equal to lOmra 
on paper. In other words, the do cioment- image 

10 recognition device decides that the height of the 

rectangle R is short enough if the height is less than 
or equal to 80 dots on a 200dpi image. Additionally, at 
the step S405, the document- image recognition device 
decides that the area of the rectangle R is small enough 

15 if the area of the rectangle R is less than or equal to 
1600 dots. 

At the step S408, the document- image 
recognition device classifies the rectangle R that does 
not satisfy any of the above conditions at the steps 

20 S403, S404 and S405, as a candidate for a 

figure/photograph or other-type rectangle. Subsequently, 
the document- image recognition device further classifies 
the rectangle R that is a candidate for a 
figure/photograph or other-type rectangle, at the 

25 following steps. 



Assuming the rectangle R as a document image, 
the document- image recognition device recursively 
carries out the area separation process according to the 
present invention, to the rectangle R. In details, the 
document- image recognition device specifies a background 
color of the rectangle R, at the step S409. 
Subsequently, the document- image recognition device 
creates rectangles inside the rectangle R at the steps 
S410 through S412. Image compression is not necessarily 
performed on the rectangle R since the rectangle R is 
already compressed from the original image. Thus, a 
process corresponding to the step S103 shown in FIG. 2 
is not performed on the rectangle R. 

At the step S413, the document- image 
recognition device recursively carries out the rectangle 
classifying process included in the flowchart shown in 
FIG. 8, to the rectangle R. A reason that the document- 
image recognition device carries out the rectangle- 
creating/rectangle-classifying processes recursively is 
described below. 

A color image, unlike a binary image, 
occasionally includes areas whose background colors are 
different. In such a case, the document- image 
recognition device might unite an entire area that has a 
background color different from the background color B 
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of the entire color image, as a single rectangle by 
mistake in the rectangle-creating process. Accordingly, 
the document- image recognition device needs to carry out 
the rectangle-creating/rectangle-classifying processes 
recursively . 

For example, if a background color 1 of an 
original image shown in FIG. 9 is different from a 
background color 5 of an area 3, the document- image 
recognition device detects the area 3 as a single 
rectangle as a result of the area separation process. 
Thus, the document- image recognition device carries out 
the rectangle-creating/rectangle-classifying processes 
again, to the area 3. 

At the step S414, the document- image 
recognition device examines the rectangle R whether 
continuous character rectangles exist on a line inside 
the rectangle R, for each line included in the rectangle 
R, in order to extract character rectangles from the 
rectangle R. If it is determined at the step S414 that 
the continuous character rectangles do not exist on any 
lines in the rectangle R, the document- image recognition 
device proceeds to the step S416, and classifies the 
rectangle R as a figure /photograph or other-type 
rectangle. Subsequently, the document- image recognition 
device obtains the next rectangle in the rectangle list. 
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at the step S420, and, then, processes the next 
rectangle, at the step S421. If the document- image 
recognition device has classified all the rectangles in 
the rectangle list, the document- image recognition 
5 device finishes the above-described steps. If not, the 
document- image recognition device proceeds to the step 
S402 . 

If it is determined at the step S414 that the 
continuous character rectangles exist on a line in the 
10 rectangle R, the document- image recognition device 

creates a large character rectangle T that includes the 
continuous character rectangles, at the step S415. It 
is expected that a plurality of character rectangles T 
be created in the rectangle R, if a plurality of 
15 character parts exist in separated areas of the 

rectangle R. In details, the document- image recognition 
device determines that the continuous character 
rectangles exist on a line, as follows. The document- 
image recognition device sets the center of a height of 
20 the first character rectangle among continuous character 
rectangles, to a standard line. The document- image 
recognition device, then, determines that continuous 
character rectangles exist on a line if three or more 
than three continuous character rectangles exist on the 
25 line, each character rectangle existing in a range of ±5 
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dots from the standard line. 

Subsequently, the document- image recognition 
device adds the rectangle T as a character rectangle to 
the rectangle list, at the step S417. At the step S418, 
5 the document-image recognition device checks whether an 
area of the rectangle T is large enough by comparing the 
area of the rectangle T with the area of the rectangle R. 
If it is determined at the step S418 that the area of 
the rectangle T is large enough, the document- image 
10 recognition device discards the rectangle R from the 

rectangle list, at the step S419. If it is determined 
at the step S418 that the area of the rectangle T is not 
large enough, the document- image recognition device 
proceeds to the step S416, and classifies the rectangle 
15 R as a figure/photograph or other-type rectangle 
officially. Subsequently, the do cioment- image 
recognition device processes the next rectangle in the 
rectangle list, at the step S421. The document- image 
recognition device repeats the above-described processes 
2 0 for each rectangle included in the rectangle list. 

In details, the document- image recognition 
device determines that the area of the rectangle T is 
large enough compared to the area of the rectangle R, if 
the area of the rectangle T is equal to or larger than 
25 80% of the area of the rectangle R. 



In the above-described rectangle classifying 
process, the steps S401 through S408 are similar to an 
area separation process performed on a binary image. 
However, the above-described rectangle classifying 
process specifically performed on a color image includes 
the step of recursively performing the process shown in 
FIG. 8 to a rectangle classified as a figure/photograph 
or other-type rectangle at the step S40 8. 

A description will now be given of a process 
to create an image, in which an entire area of each 
photograph rectangle is painted with a color. The 
process corresponds to the step S109 shown in FIG. 2. 

FIG- 10 includes four pictures. A top left 
picture shows an original image 10. A top right picture 
shows an area-divided image 12. The area-divided image 
12 is obtained by performing the step S109 on the 
original image 10, to paint an entire area of a 
rectangle that is determined as a photograph rectangle 
because of the color area separation process according 
to the present invention. The document- image 
recognition device binarizes an input color image to 
obtain a binary image, and carries out an OCR process to 
the binary image. If the document- image recognition 
device binarizes the original image 10 to obtain a 
binary image, and creates character (text) lines from 



the binary image, the document- image recognition device 
sometimes obtains an image 11 from the original image 10, 
as a result. In the image 11, character rectangles, 
that are located near a part of a photograph rectangle 
having a light color, are combined with the photograph 
rectangle by mistake. On the other hand, if the 
document- image recognition device binarizes the area- 
divided image 12 to obtain a binary image, and creates 
the character lines from the binary image, the document- 
image recognition device obtains an image 13 as a result 
in which the character rectangles are created correctly. 

A result of the area separation process 
according to the present invention can be adapted to an 
image recognition process other than the OCR process. 

A description will now be given of a second 
embodiment of the present invention. As previously 
described, a colored document intends to have more 
colors and more complicated document layout than a 
monochrome document. Thus, it is hard to improve 
accuracy of an OCR process just by binarizing and 
carrying out an area separation process to the colored 
document . 

For example, FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a 
table, in which each cell is separated by colors. The 
table shown in FIG. 11 may not be binarized 
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appropriately as a table by use of a related-art 
binarization technology. Additionally, FIG. 12 is a 
diagram showing an image, in which characters are 
written on a texture whose gradation significantly 
5 changes from left to right. The image shown in FIG. 12 
may also be binarized inappropriately for the OCR 
process by use of a related-art binarization technology. 

If it is assumed that a background of each 
character area on an image is a fixed color or a 
10 moderate gradation, the method described in the first 

embodiment can be simply adapted to the character area. 
Alternatively, if it is assumed that each character on 
an image is written with a fixed color, an image- 
division-type binarizing method disclosed in Japanese 
15 Laid-open Patent Application No. 2001-8032 can be 
adapted to binarization of the character, thereby 
improving the binarization to a level at which the OCR 
process is possibly performed. However, a colored 
document is generally complicated, and often has 
20 problems peculiar to the colored document, as shown in 
FIGS. 11 and 12. Accordingly, it is generally hard to 
create an image suitable for the OCR process just by 
applying a combination of a related-art binarizing 
method and a related-art area separating method to a 
25 colored image. 
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In the second embodiment, a description will 
be given of a do cximent- image recognition technology that 
enables recognition of a complicated color document that 
cannot be achieved by an individual technology, by 
5 adding a feedback process to the color area separation 
process described in the first embodiment, to create an 
image suitable for the OCR process. The second 
embodiment utilizes a feature of the color area 
separation process better at extracting a photograph or 

10 a figure than a character, and a feature of the binary 

area separation process better at extracting a character. 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing a structure 
of a document- image recognition device according to the 
second embodiment of the present invention. A computer 

15 shown in FIG. 1 can be used as the document- image 

recognition device according to the second embodiment by 
using a program performing a process according to the 
second embodiment. Alternatively, the present invention 
can be performed by recording the program to a CD-ROM or 

20 the like, and installing the CD-ROM to a computer. 

The document- image recognition device shown in 
FIG. 13 includes an image inputting unit 201, a color- 
area separating unit 202, a binarizing unit 203, a 
binary-area separating unit 204, an area-separation 

25 reconsidering unit 205, an OCR unit 206 and a database 
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207 . 

A color document image, that is, a paper 
document, is inputted to the document-image recognition 
device through the image inputting unit 201. For 
5 example, the color document image is inputted as a color 
digital image through a scanner or a network to the 
document— image recognition device. The color-area 
separating unit 202 divides the color document image 
into small areas such as a photograph area, a text or 

10 character area and a ruled-line area. In details, the 
color-area separating unit 202 performs the color area 
separation process described in the first embodiment. 

The binarizing unit 203 converts the color 
document image to a binary image most appropriate for 

15 the later OCR process. As described later, the 

binarizing unit 203 separates a text from its background 
accurately, and prevents ruled lines and photographs 
from being faded, during a binarizing process. The 
binarizing unit 203 can emphasize an edge of a character, 

20 if necessary. Additionally, the binarizing unit 203 has 
a plurality of binarizing functions that have different 
features, and binarizes each area such as a photograph 
area, a text area or a ruled-line area that is 
classified by the color area separation process, 

25 separately, by use of a binarizing function most 
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appropriate for the area. 

The binary-area separating unit 204 carries 
out a binary area separation process to a binary image. 
This binary area separation process can be performed by 
use of a related-art area separation method. 

The area-separation reconsidering unit 205 
checks whether a result of the binary area separation 
process has consistency with a result of the color area 
separation process. If both results have parts 
different from each other, the area-separation 
reconsidering unit 205 decides to carry out a feedback 
process, in which the color area separation process, the 
binarizing process, and the binary area separation 
process are performed again on only the parts. The 

feedback process is carried out repeatedly until the 

both results satisfy certain conditions. 

The OCR unit 206 performs the OCR process to 

the binary image obtained as described above . The 

database 207 stores a result of the OCR process. 

A description will now be given of processes 

performed by the document-image recognition device 

according to the second embodiment, with reference to a 

flowchart shown in FIG. 14. 

A color document image is initially inputted 

to the document- image recognition device, at a step S601 . 
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The document- image recognition device performs the 
color-area separation process to the color document 
image, at a step S602. Subsequently, the document- image 
recognition device binarizes each area separated from 
5 the color document image by using a binarizing method 
corresponding to a type of each separated area, thereby 
creating a single binary image to be used in the OCR 

process, at a step S603. At a step S604, the document- 
image recognition device performs the binary area 

10 separation process to the binary image created at the 

step S603 by use of a related-art area separation method. 

The document-image recognition device compares 
a result of the binary area separation process with a 
result of the color-area separation process, at a step 

15 S605, and determines whether the feedback process is 

necessary, at a step S606. If it is determined at the 
step S606 that the feedback process is necessary, the 
document- image recognition device repeats the steps S602 
through S605 to only a corresponding area. If it is 

20 determined at the step S606 that the feedback process is 
not necessary, the document-image recognition device 
carries out the OCR process, at a step S607, and, then, 
outputs a result of the OCR process to the database 207, 
at a step S608. 

25 The document- image recognition device can be 
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set to proceed to the step S607, if inconsistency 
detected by the comparison (S605) has decreased below a 
fixed level, or the steps S602 through S605 have been 
performed for a fixed number of times. Alternatively, 
the document- image recognition device can be set to 
proceed to the step S607 if a result of performing the 
steps S602 through S605 has matched the previous result 
of performing the steps S602 through S605. In the 
above-described processes, processes similar to the 
first embodiment are performed at the steps other than 
the step S603 binarizing each area by using a 
corresponding method, and the steps S605 and S606 
carrying out the feedback process. 

As described above, the color area separation 
process is performed on the color document image 
inputted to the document- image recognition device, by 
use of color and layout information, at the step S602 
before binarizing the color document image at the step 
S603. According to the color area separation method 
described in the first embodiment, the document- image 
recognition device can detect areas of the color 
document image, and can detect a color of characters in 
a separated character rectangle. Since the document- 
image recognition device according to the second 
embodiment uses the color of characters before the OCR 
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process, the color area separation method described in 
the first embodiment is suitable for the color area 
separation process performed by the document-image 
recognition device in the second embodiment. 

A detailed description will now be given of 
the process to binarize each area in the color document 
image separately. The process corresponds to the step 
S603 shown in FIG. 14. 

The most appropriate binary image for the OCR 
process differs with types of areas including such as 
characters, ruled lines, figures or photographs. For 
example, characters and backgrounds must be clearly 
distinguished from each other in the binarizing process. 
If a character has a missing part therein, such missing 
part affects the OCR process. Additionally, ruled lines 
cannot be blurred at all. On the other hand, figure and 
photograph areas are preferably binarized dimly to 
prevent the figure and photograph areas from being 
divided excessively. Thus, according to the second 
embodiment, the document- image recognition device 
creates the most appropriate binary image for the OCR 
process by binarizing each area of the color document 
image separately, as shown in FIG. 15. 

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing a binarizing 
method performed by the document-image recognition 
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device according to the second embodiment. A top left 
image of FIG. 15 shows the color document image (an 
original document) on which the color area separation 
process (S602) has been performed. The document- image 
5 recognition device initially creates a binary image that 
is a basis of a final binary image, by applying the 
discriminant analysis method, the image-division-type 
binarizing method, or other binarizing methods to an 
entire area of the original document. 
10 Subsequently, the document- image recognition 

device binarizes each separated area by using a 
binarizing method appropriate for each separated area. 
In the second embodiment, the image-division-type 
binarizing method is applied to text areas, and the 
15 discriminant analysis method is applied to ruled-line, 
figure/photograph areas. 

The image-division-type binarizing method 
disclosed in Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 
2001-8032 is a method of dividing an original image into 
20 a plurality of gratings, and binarizing each grating 
separately. This method is applicable to the image 
shown in FIG. 12 having a sharp gradation change and a 
large surrounding noise, in order to separate characters 
from the background to a level at which a user can 
25 recognize the characters. Thus, the method is suitable 



for binarizing a text area. In the second embodiment, a 
width of each grating is adjusted in accordance with a 
width of an area to be binarized, as shown in FIG. 17. 

On the other hand, a ruled line does not 
become blurred, and a figure or a photograph becomes a 
single block, by binarizing ruled-line areas and 
figure/photograph areas by use of the discriminant 
analysis method, and especially by setting a threshold 
of the binarizing process to a dark color. Thus, the 
ruled-line areas and the figure/photograph areas become 
binary images that are suitable for the binary area 
separation process performed at the step S604. 

At last, the document- image recognition device 
pastes the binary images created separately from each 
area included in the color document image, onto the 
binary image that is the basis of the final binary image 
As described above, the document- image recognition 
device creates a binary image at the step S603. 

A detailed description will now be given of a 
process to compare the results of the color area 
separation process and the binary area separation 
process. The comparing process is performed at the 
steps S605 and S606 shown in FIG. 14. 

The table including lines separated by colors 
cannot be expressed as a table frequently, because of 
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the binarizing process, as shown in FIG. 11. With a 
tendency toward usage of colored documents, a layout of 
such documents becomes further complicated. Thus, it is 
assumed that the colored document cannot be accurately 
5 binarized only by use of a single binarizing process. 

According to the second embodiment, the 
do cioment- image recognition device obtains a binary image 
most appropriate for the OCR process as well as outputs 
an accurate result of area separation processes, by 
10 comparing the result of the binary area separation 

process with the result of the color area separation 
process, and by carrying out the feedback process if 
necessary . 

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing a case in which a 
15 text line including a word "COURSE" cannot be extracted 
from a binary image during the binary area separation 
process, because of the preceding binarizing process. 
Additionally, FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing a process 
to correct the result of the binary area separation 
20 process for the case shown in FIG. 18. 

A result "C" of the color area separation 
process and a result "B" of the binary area separation 
process are initially inputted to the document-image 
recognition device respectively at a step S701 and a 
25 step S702. Subsequently, the document- image recognition 
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device examines correspondence of the result B to the 
result C by every line, at a step S703. 

At a step S704, the document- image recognition 
device examines the results B and C whether the result B 
5 or C includes a line that does not exist in the other 
result. In details, the document- image recognition 
device compares coordinates of character rectangles 
included in the results B and C. For example, the 
document-image recognition device determines that a line 

10 included in one of the results B and C does not exist in 
the other result, in a case in which rectangle 
coordinates corresponding to coordinates of a character 
rectangle obtained from the color area separation 
process do not exist in the result B of the binary area 

15 separation process. 

If it is determined at the step S704 that the 
result B or C includes a line that does not exist in the 
other result, the document- image recognition device 
proceeds to a step S705. On the other hand, if it is 

20 determined at the step S704 that all the lines included 
in the result B are the same as that of the result C, 
the document- image recognition device finishes the 
processes shown in FIG. 19, and proceeds to the OCR 
process at the step S607 shown in FIG. 14. 

25 At the step S705, the document- image 
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recognition device checks whether the line detected at 
the step S704 exists in the result B, but not in the 
result C. If it is determined at the step S705 that the 
line detected at the step S704 exists in the result C, 
5 but not in the result B, the document- image recognition 
device proceeds to a step S708. On the other hand, if 
it is determined at the step S705 that the line detected 
at the step S704 exists in the result B, but not in the 
result C, the document— image recognition device proceeds 

10 to a Step S706. At the step S706, the document- image 
recognition device specifies a character color of the 
line from the original color document image, in order to 
examine unevenness of the character color on the line. 
At a step S707, the document- image recognition device 

15 decides whether the characters on the line have uneven 
character colors. For instance, the document-image 
recognition device calculates dispersion of the RGB 
values of each character on the line, and, then, 
determines that unevenness of the character color on the 

20 line is large if the dispersion is detected to be higher 
than a fixed value. 

In the case in which a line that could not be 
extracted by the color area separation process exist in 
the result B of the binary area separation process at 

25 the step S705, A noise is often mixed with the line 
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because of a unsatisfactory binarizing process. In such 
a case, the document- image recognition device detects 
the noise by calculating the unevenness of the character 
color on the line at the steps S706 and S707, assuming 
5 that a noise color is different from a correct character 
color. 

If it is determined at the step S707 that the 
character color on the line is even, the document- image 
recognition device proceeds to the step S708. The 

10 document-image recognition device creates an area 
including the line, at the step S708. If it is 
determined at the step S707 that the character color on 
the line is uneven, the document— image recognition 
device finishes the processes shown in FIG. 19, and 

15 proceeds to the OCR process at the step S607 shown in 
FIG. 14. 

At a step S709 following the step S708, the 
document- image recognition device binarizes the area 
created at the step S708, and performs the binary area 
20 separation process to the area. Subsequently, the 

document- image recognition device proceeds to the step 
S702. 

In the above-described processes, if a line 
extracted from the color document image by the color 
25 area separation process does not exist in the result B 
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of the binary area separation process, the document- 
image recognition device creates an area including the 
line. Subsequently, the document- image recognition 
device binarizes the area, and performs the binary area 
5 separation process to the area. The document- image 
recognition device improves a final result of an area 
separation process by repeating the feedback process 
until the results B and C have no significant difference. 

In other words, the document- image recognition 

10 device performs the feedback process without examining a 

character color on the line in order to extract the line, 
in the case in which the line extracted from the color 
document image by the color area separation process does 
not exist in the result B of the binary area separation 

15 process. 

The document- image recognition device performs 
the feedback process without examining the character 
color on the line if the line extracted from the color 
document image by the color area separation process does 

20 not exist in the result B of the binary area separation 
process. Because the color area separation process 
using color information has higher accuracy to detect 
existence of character lines than the binary area 
separation process using only shape or binary 

25 information. The document- image recognition device may 
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not extract character lines accurately by using the 
color area separation process. However, since 
possibility that character lines are detected by the 
color area separation process is high because of the 
5 above reason, the document- image recognition device 
improves character detection accuracy for the OCR 
process, by repeating the binarizing process and the 
binary area separation process . 

FIGS. 20A and 20B are diagrams showing results 

10 of the color area separation process and the binary area 
separation process performed on an image. FIG. 20A 
shows the result of the color area separation process 
performed on the image, in which text lines are 
correctly detected and separated. FIG. 20B shows the 

15 result of the binary area separation process performed 
on the image, in which a part of the text lines is 
extracted incorrectly because of a unsatisfactory 
binarizing process, and is combined with a surrounding 
noise. Consequently, a figure/photograph area is 

20 incorrectly extracted, as shown in FIG. 20B. 

If an error shown in FIG. 20B occurs, the 
document-image recognition device corrects the error, by 
verifying correctness of the result of the area 
separation processes, and performing the feedback 

25 process that repeats the binarizing process and the 
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binary area separation process. FIG. 21 is a flowchart 
showing a process to correct the result of the binary 
area separation process shown in FIG. 20B. 

A result of the color area separation process 
5 and a result of the binary area separation process are 
inputted to the document- image recognition device 
respectively at a step S801 and a step S802. At a step 
S803, the document-image recognition device examines 
both results to search for correspondence of the results 

10 for every line included in the results. 

Subsequently, at a step S804, the document- 
image recognition device checks whether there are a 
fixed number or more than the fixed number of lines 
exist continuously in one of the results of the color 

15 area separation process and the binary area separation 
process, the lines having features different from their 
corresponding lines in the other result. The fixed 
number is set to three in the second embodiment. The 
lines and their corresponding lines are indicated as Ld 

2 0 and Lbi in the results shown in FIGS. 20A and 2 OB. In 

details, it is determined at the step S804 that features 
of a line in one of the results are different from its 
corresponding line in the other result, if the line 
satisfies one of the following conditions. 

25 'A width of the line is less than or equal to 60% of a 
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width of "the corresponding line. 

• A difference in average character sizes of the line 
and the corresponding line is more than or equal to 3 
points . 

5 "A difference in average character colors (average 
luminosity) of the line and the corresponding line is 
more than or equal to 30. 

Additionally, distribution of edges and the 
like may be used for determining a difference in the 

10 features of the line and the corresponding line. 

If it is determined at the step S804 that 
there are three or more than three lines exist 
continuously in one of the results, the lines having 
features different from their corresponding lines in the 

15 other result, the document- image recognition device 
creates an area including the lines, at a step S805. 
Subsequently, the document-image recognition device 
binarizes the area, at a step S806, and performs the 
binary area separation process to the binary area, at a 

20 step S807. The document- image recognition device, then, 
proceeds to the step S802, and repeats the above- 
described steps until the results of the color area 
separation process and the binary area separation 
process have no significant difference. 

25 On the other hand, if it is determined at the 
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step S804 that there are less than three or no lines 
exist continuously in one of the results, the lines 
having features different from their corresponding lines 
in the other result, the document- image recognition 
5 device finishes the above-descried processes, and 

carries out the OCR process at the step S607 shown in 
FIG. 14. 

The document- image recognition device performs 
the OCR process by using a related-art OCR method after 

10 creating a binary image suitable for the OCR process and 
the result of the area separation processes . 
Subsequently, the document- image recognition device 
stores a result of the OCR process in the database 207 
with layout information such as a character codes, 

15 degrees of recognition certainty, positions, font sizes 
and the like, by following a related-art method. 

According to the present invention as 
described above, the document- image recognition device 
separates areas including characters, ruled lines, 

2 0 illustrations, and photographs directly from a color 
image by use of color information, without binarizing 
the areas. Accordingly, the color image does not lose 
the color information, and the document- image 
recognition device can achieve accurate area separation 

25 of the color image. 
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Additionally , the document- image recognition 
device can create a run by combining a plurality of 
pixels that are different from a background color of a 
color image since the document- image recognition device 
5 specifies the background color accurately. In other 
words, the document- image recognition device can 
accurately extract a rectangle that is a document 
element, from the color document. Further, by 
specifying a background color of a partial area of the 
10 color document, the document- image recognition device 

can perform recursive area separation inside the partial 
area . 

Additionally, by reducing a size of an 
original document, an access cost to the original image 

15 can be cut substantially. In other words, the document- 
image recognition device can increase its speed to 
process the original image, and can reduce a memory 
space used for storing the original image. In addition, 
the compression method adapted to the present invention 

20 has an effect to smooth the original image quickly, 

thereby simplifying extraction of document elements from 
the original image. Furthermore, a structure of the 
present invention can be simplified by dividing the 
original image into mXm gratings when creating a 

25 reduced-size image from the original image. 
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Additionally , differences in color (RGB) 
values are used for separating document elements from 
background areas in an image, and, thus, a color 
difference between pixels can be obtained by a simple 
5 calculation, and satisfactory accuracy can be obtained 
in separation of the document elements from the 
background areas. Further, a text part located near a 
figure/photograph are can be accurately extracted from 
the image, by painting the entire figure/photograph area 

10 with a specified color, since the figure/photograph area 
is easily affected by the binarizing process. Thus, 
accuracy of the OCR process can be improved. 

Additionally, as described in the second 
embodiment, the document-image recognition device can 

15 accurately perform the OCR process to a color document 
that has problems hardly solved by a related-art color 
document recognition technology, by including a feedback 
structure feeding back to processes such as the binary 
area separation process and the binarizing process 

2 0 preceding the OCR process. The document- image 

recognition device can also perform the OCR process 
accurately, to a table having cells separated by colors, 
a color document having characters written on a texture 
whose gradation changes radically, or a mixture of the 

25 table and the color document. 
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Additionally , by comparing results of the 
color area separation processes and the binary area 
separation process by each character (text) line instead 
of comparing each area, the do ciiment- image recognition 
5 device can avoid an error combining character lines with 
areas incorrectly, in which such an error is inevitable 
by a related-art technology. In details, the document- 
image recognition device can accurately determine 
whether characters exist in a comparison range by 

10 specifying a character color of the range, and examining 
unevenness of the character color in the range. 
Consequently, the document- image recognition device 
feeds back only a range where characters exist, thereby 
improving character extraction accuracy without 

15 affecting other areas. 

Additionally, by utilizing a result of 
character extraction performed on an image processed 
through the color area separation process using color 
information, the document- image recognition device can 

20 extract characters, which cannot be processed through 
the OCR process because of the binarizing process. 
Furthermore, by comparing layout features of a plurality 
of lines in a comparison range, the document-image 
recognition device can correctly detect an error in 

25 either of results of the color area separation process 
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and the binary area separation process. The document- 
image recognition device can improve character 
extraction accuracy without affecting other areas by 
feeding back only an area including the error. 
5 The above description is provided in order to 

enable any person skilled in the art to make and use the 
invention and sets forth the best mode contemplated by 
the inventors of carrying out the invention. 

The present invention is not limited to the 

10 specially disclosed embodiments and variations, and 
modifications may be made without departing from the 
scope and spirit of the invention. 

The present application is based on Japanese 
Priority Application No. 2000-124941, filed on April 25, 

15 2000, the entire contents of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 



